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daughter, had been named, the one governess of the Infanta,
the other successor to the office; and they were both to go and
meet her at the frontier, and bring her to Paris to the Louvre,
•where she was to be lodged a little while after the declaration
of my embassy: the Prince de Rohan, her son-in-law, had
orders to go, and make the exchange of the Princesses upon
the frontier, with the people sent by the King of Spain to per-
form the same function. I had never had any intimacy with
them, though we were not on bad terms. But these Spanish
commissions caused us to visit each other with proper polite-
ness. I forgot to say so earlier and in the proper place.
At last, viz., on the 23rd of October, 1721,1 set out, having
with me the Comte de Lorge, my children, the Abbe de Saint-
Simon, and his brother, and many others. The rest of the
company joined me at Blaye. We slept at OrMans, at Mon-
trichard, and at Poictiers. On arriving at Conte my berline
broke down. This caused a delay of three hours, and I did
not arrive at Ruffec until nearly midnight. Many noblemen
of the neighbourhood were waiting for me there, and I enter-
tained them at dinner and supper during the two days I
stayed. I experienced real pleasure in embracing Puy-Robert,
who was lieutenant-colonel of the Royal Roussillon Regiment
when I was captain.
From Ruffec I went in two days to La Oassine, a small house
at four leagues from Blaye, which my father had built on the
borders of his marshes of Blaye, and which I felt much
pleasure in visiting; I stopped there during All Saints'Day
and the evening before, and the next day I early betook my-
self to Blaye again, where I sojourned two days. I found
several persons of quality there, many of the nobility of the
country and of the adjoining provinces, and Boucher, intendant
of Bordeaux, brother-in-law of Le Blanc, who was waiting for
me, and whom I entertained with good cheer morning and
evening during this short stay.
We crossed to Bordeaux in the midst of such bad weather
that everybody pressed me to delay the trip; but I had so few
days at my command that I did not accede to their represent-

